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and in their conversations when, after the Franco-German
War, the Crown Prince and Princess paid a long visit to
Queen Victoria he had formed the impression that, on
his succession to the throne of Germany, he would be
inclined to restore to France some part, at any rate, of
the provinces of Alsace and Lorraine. The Prince now
asked Count Herbert Bismarck whether the Emperor
Frederick, if he had lived, would have done so. The
question was unwise and tactless. He would certainly
have been very angry if, immediately after his own
accession, the heir apparent of Germany had asked one
of his Ministers whether Queen Victoria had ever con-
sidered giving back to the Boers some part of the Transvaal.
Count Herbert gave a non-committal reply, and, as was
perfectly proper, told the Chancellor about this meddle-
some inquiry. He in turn (probably after the Prince's
departure) passed it on to the Emperor, with some of
those dry, decorative comments in the fashioning of
which he was so deft a master. There for the moment
the matter lay incubating, like some germ-culture, and
developed a peculiar virulence.

Mingled with the Empress Frederick's overwhelming
desolation at her husband's death was the knowledge
that the whole aim and purpose of her life had perished.
For thirty years it had been shaped towards one end to
be attained when he should be Emperor, and her task,
now incapable of accomplishment, was buried with him.
That future, towards which the aspirations of her power-
loving nature had been incessantly directed, had resolved
itself into three months of waiting not for its fruition
but for its close by the merciful hand of death. For
her there was scarcely a note of sympathy: as for him,
the whole Bismarckian Press exhibited a shrugging con-